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arytenoid. It arises upon the posterior surface of the
plate of the cricoid cartilage, occupying, indeed, each
lateral half of the plate ; its fibres then converge and are
inserted into the muscular process of the arytenoid carti-

FIG. 18.'

View of the transverse arytenoid muscle (&) and the posterior crico-urytenoid muscle
(a) from behind.

lage. Its action is such that it draws down these points
of the arytenoid cartilage backwards and inwards. The
greater part of the arytenoid cartilage, which lies within
the cricoid cartilage, is consequently drawn outwards,
that part which is furthest from the fulcrum upon the

FIG. 19.

Form given to the glottis by the posterior crico-arytenoid muscle.   .Direction in which
the muscle pulls indicated by arrows.

cricoid cartilage, namely, the vocal process, making the
largest excursion in that direction. Thus the action
of the posterior crico-arytenoid muscle is to widen the
entire glottis in such a manner that its greatest width